African Women in Mathematics Association (AWMA)
International Day of Women in Mathematics 2026
Theme: AWMA: Honoring Our History, Advancing Our Legacy, Shaping Our Future
Date: May 12, 2026
Format: Virtual Event (Zoom Webinar)
Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes

DETAILED PROGRAMME
Moderator: Professor Deborah Olufunmilayo Makinde
Opening Session – Celebrating the International Day of Women in Mathematics

Welcome Address and Opening Remarks
Professor Selma Negzaoui
President, African Women in Mathematics Association (AWMA)

History of AWMA: From Vision to Reality
Speaker: Professor Marie-Françoise Ouedraogo
This presentation will reflect on the global legacy of women in the mathematical sciences and the evolution of AWMA from its conceptualization in 2013 to its expansion across more than 30 African countries. It will highlight key milestones and the contributions of pioneering members.

Session I – Keynote Perspectives: Advancing Women in Mathematics
Keynote Address I
Title: Strengthening the Mathematical Pipeline for Women in Africa
Speaker: Professor Josephine Guidy Wandja
This keynote will examine structural challenges affecting the participation and advancement of women in mathematics across Africa and propose strategies to strengthen mentorship, research opportunities, and leadership development within academic institutions.

Keynote Address II
Title: Global Collaboration and the Role of Networks in Advancing Women in Mathematics
Speaker: Professor Vivianne Pons

This keynote will explore the importance of international collaboration, diaspora engagement, and global partnerships in expanding opportunities for African women mathematicians and strengthening research networks across continents.

Discussion and Questions

Lightning Talks (2 × 10 minutes)
Two short presentations highlighting emerging initiatives and research contributions.

Session II – Panel Discussion
Regional Perspectives on Advancing Women in Mathematics
This panel brings together representatives from across Africa and the diaspora to discuss shared challenges and collective strategies for strengthening the participation and leadership of women in mathematics.
Discussion Themes:
· Institutional and structural challenges
· Mentorship and leadership development
· Strengthening research collaboration across African regions
· The role of the African diaspora
· Sustainable strategies for growth
· Access to funding and grants
Panelists:
· Professor O. O. Ughebor 
· Dr. Josephine Wairimu
· Dr. Sinobia Kenny
· Professor Rebecca Walo

Session III – Special Launch Event
AWMA Historical Documentation Project
Launch of the AWMA Continental Project
Title: Documenting the History and Progress of African Women in Mathematics
AWMA will launch a major continental initiative aimed at documenting and analyzing the historical development, achievements, and future prospects of women in mathematics across Africa.
The project will culminate in a comprehensive report and edited volume covering:
· Historical evolution of women in mathematics in Africa
· Contributions of pioneering African women mathematicians
· Institutional and societal challenges
· Key initiatives and networks
· Future strategies for sustained development
Project Presentation
Overview of the project vision, structure, and timeline.
Speaker: Professor Sophie Dabo (AWMA Project Lead)
Establishment of the Steering Committee
Announcement of the committee responsible for coordinating contributions, ensuring regional representation, and guiding editorial development.
Call for Contributors
Invitation to mathematicians, scholars, and researchers across Africa and the diaspora to contribute to the project.

Virtual Family Photo
Participants will be invited to join a virtual group photograph celebrating the global community of African women in mathematics.

Closing Remarks by Professor Selma, President of AWMA


